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If you would like to attend Gail’s services, feel free to join her fellow rehabbers 
who loved her very much! 

 
 

Gathering 
 

Sunday, Feb. 2 
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

Grace Lutheran 
Church 

2225 Washington St. 
Lincoln, NE 68502 

Visitation 
 

Monday, Feb. 3 
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Lincoln Memorial 
Funeral Home 

6800 South 14th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68512 

Graveside Service 
 

Monday, Feb. 3 
10:00 AM 

Lincoln Memorial Park 
6700 South 14th St. 

Lincoln, NE 68512 

Memorial Service 
 

Monday, February 3 
11:00 AM 

Grace Lutheran 
Church 

2225 Washington St. 
Lincoln, NE 68502 

 
  
  
  



OMAHA GIVES! May 21, 2014 and GIVE TO  
LINCOLN DAY May 29, 2014 
Stay tuned for more info! 
 
HOLIDAY OF TREES EVENT: 
Joy, Gail and Nancy decorated a Holiday Tree at 
the Heritage League’s Holiday of Trees event in 
Lincoln. The tree was on display in early 
December. There were many people who walked 
through and saw the beautiful decorations! Here 
is a photo for you to see: 

 
 
UPDATE ON CHRISTMAS GOODY BASKETS 
We put together over 20 goody baskets and 
delivered them to organizations that help WRT 
throughout the year, like Cause for Paws in 
Lincoln, Rockbrook Animal Clinic in Omaha and 
our members in Grand Island and Hastings 
delivered baskets to places like Allen’s 
Supermarket in Hastings! We appreciate the 
help from all of these groups! 
 
MEMBER AWARDS 
The annual member awards will be given out at 
our February meeting. Look for an update on the 
recipients in our April newsletter! 

 NEWSLETTER NEWS 
We are trying to save postage and the Board has 
decided to send out newsletters via email to as many 
members as we can. We understand that not 
everyone is able to receive them this way, so for 
those people who do not have emails, they will 
receive a hard copy. For those of you receiving a 
hard copy, if you have an email address that we can 
use, please let us know. Thank you! 
 
THINGS TO CHECK OUT IN YOUR SPARE TIME… 
 
Book – “Chasing Doctor Doolittle” by Con 
Slobodchikoff.  
An interesting book about animals and how they 
communicate with each other. This author has spent 
many years studying various animals, especially 
Prairie Dogs and their forms of communication. His 
theory is that animals do have language, even though 
most scientists and people in general, don’t believe 
that.   
Prairie Dogs have decreased in population in the U.S. 
by 98%! Slobodchikoff is working with some groups 
to help them co-exist with the Dogs by understanding 
how they communicate.  He found that Prairie Dogs 
actually have different calls based on whether an 
intruder in their colony was a coyote, hawk, dog or 
human. They could even differentiate someone 
wearing a different color of shirt and when the human 
walked through the colony, the prairie dog calls 
would change, based on the shirt color. He also found 
that there were different barks based on a snake – 
whether the snake was poisonous like a rattlesnake or 
non-poisonous like a bull snake! 
He has written another book just about Prairie Dogs 
so if you can find it at your local library, you can enjoy 
reading that one. 
  
Website – If you’re trying to find something to do 
before the weather starts to warm up, check out 
these websites: 
North American Nature Photography Association – 
www.nanpa.org 
 
Check out the lady in Waukesha, Wisconsin who has a 
pet therapy goose! The city is trying to make her get 
rid of it. Read the article and see what you think.  
http://www.cbs58.com/news/local-news/Womans-
therapy-goose-has-some-Waukesha-Co-neighbors-
crying-foul-231680881.html 
 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Please join us for our February meeting on the 11th at 
7:00 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church, 2225 Washington 
Street in Lincoln. All meetings take place the second 
Tuesday of each month. 
 

http://www.nanpa.org/
http://www.cbs58.com/news/local-news/Womans-therapy-goose-has-some-Waukesha-Co-neighbors-crying-foul-231680881.html
http://www.cbs58.com/news/local-news/Womans-therapy-goose-has-some-Waukesha-Co-neighbors-crying-foul-231680881.html
http://www.cbs58.com/news/local-news/Womans-therapy-goose-has-some-Waukesha-Co-neighbors-crying-foul-231680881.html


 
OUTREACH EVENTS 
WRT did a presentation for the Project Peace 
kids at Schoo Middle School in Lincoln during 
December and also did a presentation for the 
National Guard Day Camp in Lincoln in January! 
Thank you to both groups for letting us come 
and talk to you about what we do!    
 
JANUARY MEETING NEWS 
We are need of people all over Nebraska, but 
especially in the Lincoln area to help care for 
songbird and waterfowl. If you are interested, 
please let us know! 
 
Russ’s Markets in the Lincoln area is starting a 
Community Rewards Program where people can 
choose a charity to receive donations when they 
shop!  Please check out your local Russ’s for 
details. 
  
RELEASE SITE PHOTOS 
If you look closely, you can see a black squirrel 
sitting on top of this squirrel nesting box!  Jan 
Carlson used this box when releasing four baby 
black squirrels that were found in April of 2013 
suffering from dehydration and fleas. She took 
them and took care of them until they all were 
released last fall.   

 
  
BIRD TRIVIA 
With Valentine’s Day coming up, does it make 
you wonder about birds and their heartbeats? 
You all know that humans are 72 beats per 
minute, on average. The hearts of birds at rest 
beat 400 times a minute!  While in flight, their 
hearts beat 1,000 times a minute! 
 
YEARLY DUES 
Please remember to pay your dues!  Especially 
with our busiest time of year (spring) on its way 
– we need to make sure all of our members are 
“official”! 

 
2013 RELEASE PHOTO 
In Lincoln, Gail and Joy received a call from people 
who had found a bird and thought it had fallen in 
cooking oil like from a restaurant. The starling was 
totally covered in the greasy stuff. Gail and Joy 
worked on getting his feet and his feathers cleaned 
up. They tried Dawn and then regular shampoo and 
conditioner and all of their hard work finally paid off. 
They got him as clean as they could and gave him time 
to clean himself. One morning, Joy put his cage 
outside and he started singing to his buddies, who 
came to the back yard. Joy opened the cage door and 
he took off! 
 

 
 
 
NATIONAL BIRD NEWS 
If you would like to participate in the Great Backyard 
Bird Count go to birdsource.org for details! 
The 2014 GBBC will take place Friday, February 14, 
through Monday, February 17. There are instructions 
on their site and information with frequently asked 
questions and help to identify birds if you’re new at 
this! We have a LOT of interesting birds in our state – 
let’s enjoy them! Tell us what you’ve seen – feel free 
to send me an email at dougvikki@cox.net and see 
what kind of birds our members can spot all across 
the state!  (Vikki) 
 
REMINDERS  
When working with wildlife, please keep sanitation in 
mind. Remember to wear gloves and to bleach/clean 
out all caging and housing areas in between animals 
so there is no spread of disease or parasites. 

mailto:dougvikki@cox.net


 
THINGS TO DO IN NEBRASKA 
 
Check out the 27th Annual Wings Over the 
Platte Exhibit and Sale from Feb. 14 through 
April 6 in Grand Island! 
Wings Over the Platte is an art show dedicated 
to life on the Platte River. Due to renovation of 
the main Stuhr Building, the show will be held at  
Bartenbach’s Venue, 209 N. Locust Street in 
downtown Grand Island. Local, regional and 
national artists create pieces ranging from 
sculpture to watercolors to depict life on the 
Platte River. Check out more info on the Stuhr at 
www.stuhrmuseum.org. 
 
NATIONAL PARKS 
 
Here’s the list of FREE National Park Days for 
2014! Get out your calendars and road maps! 
You can check out Agate Fossil Beds, Homestead 
National Monument of America, the Lewis & 
Clark Trail and others at nps.gov. 
February 15-17 - Presidents Day weekend 
April 19-20 - opening weekend Nat’l Park Week 
August 25 - National Park Service Birthday 
September 27 - National Public Lands Day 
November 11 - Veterans Day 
 

 

 
 

NEARBY NEWS 
 
For those of us who have grown up in Nebraska, 
we have never seen a wild tarantula!  For people 
who live in places like Texas and Louisiana, it’s 
normal to see a Texas brown. 
This might be reading more for Halloween time -
-– a Nov. 3, 2013 article in the Topeka Capital-
Journal, discussed how these arachnids are 
moving north from Texas and Louisiana into 
Kansas and Missouri. The spiders are still in the 
lower southern tier of Kansas, and are especially 
common in the Red Hills area near Medicine 
Lodge.  Male tarantulas can grow up to five 
inches and the females can live up to 20 years! 
One person interviewed for the article says that 
there are stories about “mass migrations of 
[tarantulas] across roads”.   Not the typical 
animal we see going across the road in 
Nebraska! 

 

 
If you have newsletter items, if you need acquisition 
forms, or if you would like to volunteer to coordinate 
Best Choice and Always Save UPCs, please contact 
Vikki at dougvikki@cox.net or 402-398-3031.  If you 
have UPCs to turn in, please bring them to a meeting 
or contact Vikki. 
 
Please remember to save Best Choice UPC codes.  
We need 1,000 in a bundle before we can mail them in 
to be redeemed.  We can earn $30.00 for WRT for 
every 1,000 UPCs sent in to Best Choice. Also 
remember to save UPC Codes from Our Family 
products (found at Bag N Save and No Frills). We 
receive $25.00 for every 500 UPCs we send in to the 
program. 
 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW HOW WE WORK? 
If you are interested in a speaker or presentation 
please contact : 
Lincoln – Hotline Phone (402) 473-1951 

 
THANK YOU FOR DONATIONS 
A warm thank you to all of you who made end-of-year 
donations to WRT! We really appreciate your help and 
are gearing up to purchase supplies for the coming 
year. Any and all donations help the animals! 
 
QUOTE FROM “CHASING DOCTOR DOOLITTLE” 
“The one thing that we all have is that we are all in 
this natural world together, and the quicker we 
realize that we are all interdependent on one another 
– and one species is not any better than any other – 
the quicker we can bring harmony to our lives.” 

 
 

 
RECYCLING NEWS 
WRT continues to collect various items to send in to 
the TerraCycle company, who not only turns them 
into new products, but also pays WRT for those items!  
Please continue to collect items such as toothpaste 
tubes, wine corks (synthetic and natural) and Capri 
Sun juice pouches. You can see the list of items we 
collect on our website. Also – they are no longer 
officially collecting chip bags, so I took them off the 
list, but we hope they get a new sponsor and we can 
continue sending them in. 
 

http://www.stuhrmuseum.org/


 
 
 
 

 

 
UPCOMING HOLIDAYS! 

 
 

 
 
GROUNDHOG DAY 
With this big day right around the corner - Have 
you ever wondered where Groundhog Day 
originated? 
According to www.groundhog.org - the Roman 
legions, during the conquest of the northern 
country, supposedly brought the tradition of 
Candlemas to the Teutons, or Germans, who 
picked it up and concluded that if the sun made 
an appearance on Candlemas Day, an animal, the 
European hedgehog, would cast a shadow, thus 
predicting six more weeks of bad weather, which 
they interpolated as the length of the "Second 
Winter." 
 
Here in the States - Pennsylvania's earliest 
settlers were Germans and they found 
groundhogs to in profusion in many parts of the 
state. They determined that the groundhog, 
resembling the European hedgehog, was a most 
intelligent and sensible animal and therefore 
decided that if the sun appeared on February 
2nd, the wise groundhog would see its shadow 
and hurry back into its underground home for 
another six weeks of winter. 
 
For as the sun shines on Candlemas Day, 
So far will the snow swirl until the May. 
 
If you’d like to see Punxsutawney Phil live and 
in person – visit  
http://www.punxsutawney.com  
and plan your trip! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
Need something to give that special someone?  Honor 
them with a donation to WRT and tell them how 
important they are to you! 
 

Roses are red,  
Violets are blue, 
We love Wildlife and so do you! 
 
Enjoy the full moon on Valentine’s Day!  
 
 
THINKING ABOUT SPRING?  PLAN A TRIP TO 
CENTRAL NEBRASKA TO CHECK OUT THE ANNUAL 
MIGRATION OF THE SANDHILL CRANES! 
 
Go to Rowe.audubon.org to check out information on 
visiting the area and the best times to view the 
cranes.  Growing up in Central Nebraska was a treat 
and seeing the cranes by the thousands overhead is a 
reminder of the magic of these birds! If you’re lucky, 
you might even catch sight of an endangered 
Whooping Crane! 
 
The Rowe website has a Crane Cam, complete with 
camera and audio. It is up and running now – check 
out the live feed!

 

http://www.groundhog.org/
http://www.punxsutawney.com/


 
JOIN THE TEAM! 

Go online to our website at: www.wildliferescueteamincne.org or mail in your completed form to: 
Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc. 
P.O. Box 80127 
Lincoln NE 68501 
 
Name: ______________________________________             Email:  ______________________________________ 
 
Address:  ____________________________________           City/State/Zip: _______________________________ 
 
Phone number: ______________________________ 
 
CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND YOUR MEMBERHSIP LEVEL 
Active – handles animals (must be 16 or older) 
Associate – does not handle animals, but believes in what we do! 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Active Individual $20.00          _____                    Active Family $30.00                                        _____ 
Associate Member $25.00          _____                    Senior Citizen (62 or over) $10.00                   _____ 
Student $10.00                            _____                   Corporate Supporter $100.00                          _____ 
      

GONE TOO SOON! 

 

http://www.wildliferescueteamincne.org/

