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OUTREACH 
 

Vikki presented at the Midlands Humane Society in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. She helped educate the staff on 
common questions about animals, orphaned 
squirrels, fledgling birds, how to prevent dogs from 
getting into bunny nests, etc. This will help their staff 
deal with wildlife calls from the public. 
 
Shelly B. in Hastings, staffed a table at the National 
Night Out event held at the Chautauqua Park. There 
were over 1,000 people who attended the events 
held that evening. 
 
Dawn L. in Wymore also participated in National 
Night Out and helped spread the word about WRT to 
other parts of the state. Thank you both for your 
dedication to Wildlife Rescue Team. 
 

RECENT DONATIONS 
 

Thank you to Liz T. for donating furs from her 
grandmother. Some of our squirrels are cozier at 
night now because of you! 
 
Thank you to Kristie H. who has been donating dog 
& cat food to us. It comes in really handy this time of 
year! Thank you for helping us! 

 
FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Iron Brush 
Tattoo in Lincoln for doing a fundraiser for WRT! 
Check out their website - they have some amazing 
tattoos! 
 

 
WE DO WALK-INS EVERY DAY! 
226 S. 16TH (16TH AND M STREETS)  
LINCOLN, NE 68508     Phone: 402-474-5151 

NOTICE FOR SEPTEMBER MEETING 
Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, Sept. 
11th at 7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church at 2225 
Washington in Lincoln. We do mini trainings to 
learn about different species. Come and meet 
our Team Leaders and others who care about 
wildlife and want to learn how to help. 
 

WILDLIFE REHABBER TIPS & TRICKS  
 

If an animal like a squirrel, has diarrhea (potentially 
due to being fed cow’s milk), feed it some 
applesauce. This can help with diarrhea or 
constipation. Remember - cow’s milk is meant for 
calves, not for ANY other animals! Cow’s milk will 
give animals diarrhea. 
 

ELECTIONS! 
 

 
 
The election will be held at the Sept. 11th 
meeting in Lincoln. The people running are: 
President: Cindi Arthur 
Vice President: Shelly Bruntz 
Treasurer: Mary Beth Lienemann 
Secretary: Vikki Henry 

 
To vote all memberships must be in good 
standing for at least 90 days, which means you 
MUST be current on dues.  
See you at the ballot box! 
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JUST FOR FUN 
 

2017 Statistics per month (Animals in our care) 
January 29          February 45          March 86 
April 533              May 885                June 574 
July 418               August 334           September 173 
October 70          November 25        December 14 
TOTAL 3200 
 

FUN THINGS TO DO 
 

https://wildliferescuenests.weebly.com 
 

If you know how to knit or crochet, which is a 
skill I don’t have, you can find plans at this 
website and help make nests for baby animals. 
There are designs for many mammals, 
opossums, bunnies, orioles, swallows, other 
songbirds, etc. Below is a photo of a young finch 
that loved being in her nest. The beauty of these 
nests is - they can be washed! They tend to get 
softer with washing. 

 
 
 

The pictures on the right show the finch as she grew 
& on her release day! 

WRT QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 

Can I use old bird nests for baby birds? 
According to US Fish & Wildlife, “The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act makes it illegal for anyone to 
take, possess, import, export, transport, sell, 
purchase, barter, or offer for sale, purchase, or 
barter, any migratory bird, or the parts, nests, or 
eggs of such a bird except under the terms of a 
valid permit issued pursuant to Federal 
regulations. The migratory bird species protected 
by the Act are listed in 50 CFR 10.13.”  
 
Besides being illegal to take nests from the wild, you 
might be bringing things like mites and lice into your 
home. These insects could impact any animal you 
put in the nest and/or get into your house. When 
caring for birds, remove them from their old nest and 
use clean materials for their safety and yours.  

 
Can I give people advice so they can care for 
animals on their own? 
According to WRT’s Animal Care Policies which 
you should all have received with a copy of our 
Bylaws, “No information concerning the long term 
care or handling of wildlife shall be given to any 
individual or group other than WRT members. 
Instructions may be given regarding temporary 
emergency care. Further information may be given 
by the species Team Leader or the local Game 
Commission.” 
 
If the public calls with an animal and says they want 
to care for it, contact the Hotline and we can put 
them in touch the membership person and/or a Team 
Leader. We can talk to the person about joining 
WRT. Otherwise, temporary care can be given until 
we get it to a rehabber, but they cannot keep the 
animal. If you don’t have a copy of our Bylaws, 
please contact us and we can get you a fresh copy. 
 

 

2 

https://wildliferescuenests.weebly.com/
https://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/mbpermits/PoliciesHandbooks/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/mbpermits/PoliciesHandbooks/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/mbpermits/PoliciesHandbooks/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php


 

ANIMAL NEWS 
 
This is a good article about backyard chickens and 
illnesses. Many of us have pet chickens now and we 
should be aware of how to keep them healthy & safe, 
along with keeping our families and other pets safe. 
Keep in mind that sanitation is very important with 
wildlife too. If you have a new animal, try and keep it 
separate from others to make sure it doesn’t spread 
an illness to the other animals in your care. Make 
sure that your domestic pets are not in contact with 
wildlife and make sure your pets have their shots, 
like distemper, to keep them healthy. 
 
http://ketv.com/article/backyard-chickens-blamed-for-illnes
s-outbreak-in-43-states-cdc-says/22536621?src=app 
 

 
 
News from KETV -  
https://qz.com/1353949/crows-have-been-trained-to-
pick-up-trash-in-a-french-park/ 
This is an Amazing story about crows that pick up 
trash and cigarette butts and when they return it to a 
box for trash, they get a treat! Too bad we couldn’t 
treat some people to do this! 
 

 

DONATIONS!  
 

When someone donates items to WRT, we need to 
send them a thank you for tax purposes. Any items, 
including money, that are donated to you need to be 
reported to our Treasurer and the monies turned in 
so that we can deposit it into our account and keep 
correct records for our purposes. 
 

MORE WRT QUESTIONS & ANSWERS: 
 
I found a baby bunny in my yard. Can I put him 
back in the nest? What does a bunny nest look 
like so I can find it? 
If a baby bunny has his/her eyes open and can run 
from you - leave them alone. They are either running 
around like little bunny teenagers exploring their 
territory or they are already on their own and momma 
bunny has gone on to greener pastures and more 
babies! If the bunny has his/her eyes closed, then 
yes! Try to find the nest and put him back. Keep 
away the dogs/cats/kids and let momma bunny do 
her job. The photo below shows a bunny nest. That 
little hole is only about the size of two or three pop 
cans and mom covers them with grass and fur. The 
grass dies and looks brown compared to your green 
yard.  
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WRT WISH LIST 
 

If you or your neighbors are doing some fall cleaning 
in preparation for Husker football parties, getting out 
your fall decorations, etc. please keep us in mind for 
items that can be helpful to WRT. 
 
We will accept items like: bandages (band-aids, 
vetrap & other elastic bandages); heating pads that 
don’t have an automatic shut-off; cotton swabs & 
cotton balls; dog & cat food; bird food; poultry starter 
(non-medicated); baby food in jars; natural foods for 
animals like nuts & fruits (these can be dehydrated & 
saved for next year); hay; nurser baby bottles (the 
kinds that are flexible or “squishy”); pet food dishes; 
water bottles; small cages for birds or old 
bunny/guinea pig cages; plastic kennels/carriers; 
towels, blankets & fur coats for the animals to 
snuggle; release sites for our wildlife and cash will 
also always help us. Thank you for considering 
donating to us. We can give you a tax donation letter 
for IRS purposes. If you have something to donate, 
please call the hotline number and we can 
coordinate someone in your area. 

 
WINDMILLS, BIRDS & BAT, OH, MY! 

 
MidAmerican Energy modifies wind turbine 
operations in effort to protect wildlife 
 
See the full article at: 
https://www.ketv.com/article/mid-american-energy-m
odifies-wind-turbine-operations-in-effort-to-protect-wil
dlife/22880562 
 

RAPTOR REMINDER! 

If you get a call about a 
raptor, please contact their 
hotline number at (866) 
888-7261. We are not 
allowed to rehab them, but 
can help find the right 
contact person to help 
them. 

If you have photos or stories to share, send them to 
Vikki at dougvikki@cox.net. Our next newsletter will 
be Sept. 2018. 

 

JOIN THE TEAM  
 
Mail your completed form to:  Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc., P.O. Box 80127, Lincoln NE 68501 
 
Name: _______________________________  Email: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ________________________ 
 
CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP TYPE AND MEMBERSHIP LEVEL 
Active - handles animals (16 or older)   Associate - does not handle animals, but believes in what we do! 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Active Individual                 $20.00 _____                         Active Family         $30.00 _____ 
Senior Citizen (62 or over) $10.00 _____                         Associate Member $25.00 _____ 
 
After we receive your dues we will send you paperwork to fill out to become a member. If you are an active 
member, you will receive a membership card to carry with you as you rescue/rehab animals. 

Hotline Phone: (402) 473-1951 Website: www.wildliferescueteamincne.org 

Find us on Facebook at Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc. 

 

4 

https://www.ketv.com/article/mid-american-energy-modifies-wind-turbine-operations-in-effort-to-protect-wildlife/22880562
https://www.ketv.com/article/mid-american-energy-modifies-wind-turbine-operations-in-effort-to-protect-wildlife/22880562
https://www.ketv.com/article/mid-american-energy-modifies-wind-turbine-operations-in-effort-to-protect-wildlife/22880562
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=dougvikki%40cox.net
http://www.wildliferescueteamincne.org/

