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ELECTIONS 
CONGRATULATIONS!! 
Congrats to the officers for 2018-2019: 
President: Cindi Arthur 
Vice President: Shelly Bruntz 
Treasurer: Mary Beth Lienemann 
Secretary: Vikki Henry 
Thank you for being willing to serve! Thank you 
to Lynne Knutzen-Young who served as Vice 
President this past year. 

 
RECENT OUTREACH 

Shelly, Michelle K. and Vikki​ presented three 
sessions about WRT at the recent Outdoor School 
for the Success Academy in Grand Island. Even 
though it was a cold & rainy day, the students did 
great and learned a lot about what we do and what to 
do if they find a wild animal that needs help. 

 
 
Shelly ​also gave a presentation about Wildlife 
Rescue Team to the Intro to Fish and Wildlife 
Management class at the University of Nebraska 
Kearney.  
Along with stories about what we do and the various 
animals we care for, Shelly shared with the 20 plus 
attendees how to join our group and how we train 
new rehabbers. Thank you to Dr. Ranglack for 
inviting us to speak to your class! 

NOTICE FOR NOVEMBER MEETING 
Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, Nov. 
13th at 7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church at 2225 
Washington in Lincoln.  
 
Shelly, Cindi and Vikki​ had a table at the Durham 
Museum in Omaha for their Thomas D. Mangelsen: 
A Life in the Wild event. 

 
Shelly Bruntz staffs our table at the event. 

 
Jaiah, Lily & Zoe help decorate Halloween masks for 
the kids that came through the museum that day. We 
met people from all over Omaha! 
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RECENT DONATIONS 
 

Thank you to ​Amy C​. for donating items to WRT, 
including doggy diapers and a pet bed. 
 
Thank you to ​Nature’s Variety ​in Lincoln for 
donating hundreds of pounds 
of dog food. This food will help 
with the wildlife we have on 
hand now and those that have 
been recently released. We 
have shared it with many of 
our rehabbers. 
 
Thank you to ​Michelle K​. for 
donating bags & bags of 
apples! We fed the whole 
apples to our wildlife and also 
dehydrated them to feed the animals next year. Our 
squirrels love them!

 
REMINDER 

If someone contacts you about an animal and says 
they want to care for it, have them contact the 
Hotline (402-473-1951) and we can put them in 
touch with the membership person and/or a Team 
Leader. We can talk to the person about joining 
WRT. Temporary care can be given until we get it to 
a rehabber, but they cannot keep the animal.  
 

RAPTOR REMINDER!  
If you get a call about a raptor, 
please contact their hotline 
number at (​866) 888-7261​. We 
are not allowed to rehab them, 
but can help find the right contact 
person to help them. We had a 
call the other day about a hawk in 
Geneva. 

WILDLIFE REHABBER TIPS & TRICKS  
 

Keep a kennel in your car with some leather gloves, 
a couple towels and a small box. If you get a rescue 
call, you will have some basic items to catch and 
transport the animal to its destination. The towels 
can be used to catch the animal, snuggle inside the 
kennel and also to cover the kennel once it’s in your 
vehicle. I was driving down the street the other day 
and saw a squirrel that had been hit by a car. To 
prevent from running into traffic and getting run over 
completely, I jumped out of my van and used my net, 
my gloves and a box to contain the squirrel until I got 
it home and could put it in a cage. 

 
WRT QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 
Q. When we do outreach, can we take live 
animals?  

A. No. According to Game and Parks Rules, we 
are not allowed to take live animals with us to 
presentations or other outreach opportunities. 
This can also be stressful for the animal. 
 

Q. Can we take photos of animals and share 
them with friends via social media? 

A. We understand that all of us work hard to 
care for the wildlife we rehabilitate, and we 
are proud of what we do, but it is against our 
rules to take photos showing our bare hands 
holding the animals and/or feeding the 
animals. If you take photos to share with 
friends or your Team Leader, make sure you 
are not feeding the animal (either food or 
water) and you are holding the animal with 
gloves and/or a towel or something similar.  
 

FUN THINGS TO DO 
 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE at Spring Creek 
Prairie Audubon Center in Denton.  

Sunday, December 02, 2018 ​1 pm - 4 pm  
11700 SW 100th Street, Denton, 68339 
“We're celebrating winter and the holiday season on 
the prairie with activities for the whole family, great 
(and green) holiday decorating ideas, live music, 
snacks, cider, and more. Paul Johnsgard will sign 
copies of his new book, The Ecology of a Tallgrass 
Treasure: Audubon's Spring Creek Prairie, from 
1:30-2:30. Books will be available for purchase. 
Free admission, no registration needed.” 
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RECENT NEWS 
Velma ​is one of our rehabbers who lives in 
Gothenburg. Her local newspaper recently did an 
article about her and her work with WRT. Thank you 
to Velma for helping with the wildlife (especially the 
squirrels)  and to ​Roxanne ​who wrote the article 
about our work! The article appeared in the Oct. 24, 
2018 edition of the Gothenburg Times. 

 
 

A couple weeks ago​, ​we received a call about a 
possibly injured goose at a lake near Bennington. 
The homeowner had noticed the goose hanging out 
all afternoon by the lake, but not going in the water. It 
seemed the goose kept picking at its wings. When 
Vikki went to check on the goose, it was getting dark, 
so she and the homeowners worked fast to catch the 
goose before it could go into the water. Although the 
goose’s wings worked well, both legs were wrapped 
in fishing line. Sheli & Jeff helped Vikki remove some 
of the fishing line from both legs and they got it all 
removed from one leg, but not the other. Both feet 
were very swollen and they were becoming infected. 
The goose was transferred to Cindi who took it to Dr. 
Steve Falcone of Syracuse Veterinary Service. They 
were able to get the rest of the line off the leg. After a 
couple days of antibiotics and rest, the goose was 
released and was happy to be free to swim around a 
lake without line around her legs! Thank you to ​Sheli 
& Jeff, Dr. Falcone and Emily​ for writing a great 
article about the rescue. 

ANIMAL NEWS 

Check out the article here: 
http://www.dcpostgazette.com/news/features/newpor
t-landing-goose-freed-from-netting-thanks-to-caring-r
esident/article_77bb43a6-e112-11e8-953d-b732691
2a916.html  

 

This line was over 18 inches long and was removed 
from ONE leg of the goose! Please remember to 
throw away your fishing line when you go fishing! 
 

DONATIONS!  
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit and when someone 
donates items to WRT, we send them a thank you for 
tax purposes. Any items, including money, that are 
donated to you as a member, need to be reported to 
our Treasurer and the monies turned in so that we 
can deposit it and keep our records correct. 

 
If you have photos or stories to share, send them to 
Vikki at​ dougvikki@cox.net​. Our next newsletter will 
be Feb. 2019. If you currently receive the newsletter 
via the Post Office, if you have an email address to 
share, we can use that and save postage. 
Playing in the snow in October! 
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Most ducks have their babies during the late spring 
and we get orphaned ducklings around Memorial 
Day and into June. This year, we rescued three 
Mallard ducklings that were hatched in September. 
One came from a local apartment lake in Omaha and 
had an injured leg. Two came from a lake near 
Valley.  
Here are photos of them growing up! 

 
 

 

 
Released at a local lake in late October. 

 
 

JOIN THE TEAM   ​Mail form to:  Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc., P.O. Box 80127, Lincoln NE 68501 
 
Name: _______________________________  Email: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________City/State/Zip: _________________Phone Number: ________________ 
 
CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP TYPE AND MEMBERSHIP LEVEL 
Active ​- handles animals (16 or older)   ​Associate ​- does not handle animals, but believes in what we do! 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Active Individual                 $20.00 _____                         Active Family         $30.00 _____ 
Senior Citizen (62 or over) $10.00 _____                         Associate Member $25.00 _____ 
After we receive your dues we will send you paperwork to fill out to become a member. If you are an active 
member, you will receive a membership card to carry with you as you rescue/rehab animals. 
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