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Remember that you MUST pay dues to be an active
member of WRT and handle animals. If you have not
paid dues, please send them in ASAP. You can pay
online via PayPal or send in a check to our PO Box
in Lincoln. Also - it is ILLEGAL for the public to have
ANY wildlife unless they are permitted to do so. We
have our permits from Game and Parks and US Fish
& Wildlife. If someone has an animal and they are
not a permitted rehabber, they run the risk of having
the animal confiscated and facing a fine on top of
that. We are also NOT allowed to give out advice on
caring for the animal unless it is temporary - which
would mean keeping it overnight until it can get to a
licensed rehabber, etc.

SAFETY REMINDERS

Remember when handling animals, wear gloves and
be aware of what could hurt you. Is it a Great Blue
Heron or a Pelican? Make sure you control the beak.
Is it a goose? Make sure you control the wings. Is it a
raccoon or an adult squirrel? Make sure you watch
so it doesn’t bite you. Keep children and pets away
too.

It's flea & tick season! Many times, we will receive
animals with fleas and ticks. Know what to look for to
protect yourself and your family. Lyme disease is
caused by the bite of a black-legged deer tick
infected with the Borrelia burgdorferi microbe.

If you are bitten - see a health care provider.

To remove a tick from your skin - use fine-tipped
tweezers to grasp its head as close to the skin’s
surface as possible and pull upward. Don’t twist or
jerk. Clean the bite area with rubbing alcohol or soap
and water. Kill the tick by submerging it in alcohol or
flushing it down the toilet. Do not crush it with your
fingers! To prevent Lyme disease - avoid wooded
areas with tall grass and leaf litter; walk in the center
of trails and use repellent that contains at least 20%
DEET. Look for ticks on you or your pets. (from
HyVee Balance magazine June 2018)

This fledgling Downy Woodpecker fell into a pool
in Omaha during a recent storm. Luckily the
homeowners spotted him in the pool skimmer
and rescued him. We dried him off and warmed
him up and the next day took him back to the
original location (Not the pool!) so the parents
could find him. As we released him we heard his
parents calling for him. These are the happy
endings we love so dear!

RAPTOR REMINDER!
If you get a call about a raptor, please contact their
hotline number at (866) 888-7261. We are not
allowed to rehab them, but can help find the right
contact person to help them.




FEEDING WILDLIFE - HOT OR COLD?
When it comes to caring for wildlife, remember that
the animal MUST be warmed up prior to giving any
food or fluids! Do NOT feed food first. Even formula
counts as food. You should start out with fluids,
which could be Pedialyte but we prefer lactated
ringers, if you have that handy. If you don’t have any
ringers, contact your Team Leader and discuss this
with them.

Refeeding syndrome is a syndrome where
“metabolic disturbances that occur as a result of
reinstitution of nutrition to patients who are starved,
severely malnourished or metabolically stressed due
to severe illness. When too much food and/or liquid
nutrition supplement is consumed...it can be fatal.”
Many times, we get calls from well-meaning people
who have found a baby animal and rush to the store
to purchase formula for the baby they found and start
feeding them right away. This can be fatal and that is
why we discourage people from feeding or watering
any wildlife prior to speaking with a rehabber. Once
the animal has been warmed up and given fluids for
approximately 24 hours, it is safe to start with food,
which would include formula. Stay in touch with your
Team Leader for information about how to care for
any wildlife in your care.

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Our Give Days for 2018 totals are:

e Go Big Give in Hall, Hamilton, Howard &

Merrick Counties - $326.

e Give Hastings Day - $1,673.

e Give to Lincoln Day - $3,503.
Thank you to all of you, along with your friends,
families and co-workers for donating to Wildlife
Rescue Team!

New Brigades that we can collect items for through
TerraCycle: Burt’s Bees.

This includes: Personal care packaging, lip care
packaging and beauty care packaging.

WRT has earned —
54,300 points i o
($543.00) and
redeemed 52,276
points ($522.76) so far
since we started

A MOM OUTSTANDING IN HER FIELD
| got a call about a baby bunny in Bellevue that
was caught by a dog. When | talked to the lady
about it, she told me how her Basset Hound
grabbed an eyes closed bunny (so less than a
week and a half old) and she actually saw the
Mom Bunny fighting the dog! | told her to put the
baby back and when she went to check on it
now, Mom Bunny was on the nest. Woohoo!

WILDLIFE REHABBER TIPS & TRICKS
At this time of year, we get a lot of calls about
baby birds who have fallen from their nests.
Sometimes, it is the right time for the bird to
leave the nest and learn to fly, but sometimes, it
really is too soon and Mom and Dad Bird need
some help. Although people have asked if the
birds can pick up their babies - they can’t! They
need some Wildlife Heroes.

How to Make a fake bird nest.

e Take something plastic like an ice cream
bucket, a hanging planter, etc.

e Poke holes in bottom. Don’'t use Mom’s
best Tupperware!

e Fill with paper like paper towels, shredded
newspaper. Don’t use grass - it heats up
when it decomposes.

e Secure to tree as high up as u can and in
the same area if possible. Nail, bungee
cord, duct tape, zip ties, etc. You want to
make sure it not only doesn't fall down,
but doesn’t tip when the parents come
back to feed the baby.

e Put baby back in and walk away. **Myth
Alert!!"™* - Mom and Dad can’t smell you!
You can wear gloves if you want to and
always wash your hands after handling an
animal.

e If no parents return, call the hotline for
more help. 402-473-1951.

WINDOW SCREEN WILDLIFE HACK
Take an old screen and put it over a container with
an animal in it to keep out the flies! We recently
received a turtle that was hit by a car. This helped to
keep the flies away from the turtle while it healed.
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collecting for this program!

REMOVAL OR RESCUE?
As a wildlife group, we get many phone calls
through the year asking for help in removing
animals. We are not a “removal service” to get
rid of nuisance wildlife, but at the same time are
more than willing to give advice about how to
live in harmony with that animal or suggestions
to get that animal to move on and not continue
to hang out in your territory.

Recently, we received a call about turkeys
roosting in a lady’s tree and making a mess on
her patio overnight. She asked for ideas about
how to get the turkeys to roost somewhere else.
We came up with some ideas to get them to
move on, like shiny mylar balloons, wind chimes,
windsocks and even spraying them with water.

Here are some ideas | found on niteguard.com:
#1 — Easy Pickins

Get to the bottom of why wild turkeys invaded your
neighborhood. Do you see them gobbling up food
scraps in your neighbor’s backyard? Or, do they
hang out near your bird feeder, waiting for seeds to
fall? Like any wild animal, if they find a place where
they can easily get food, they’ll stick around. So,
what you need to do is create a food desert. As
much as you enjoy watching the wild birds perched
on your bird feeder, you need to store the feeder in
the shed. Also, politely ask your neighbor to stop
feeding the wild turkeys. Other potential sources of
food for wild turkeys include garbage cans, grass
seeds, nut trees, and berry bushes. Secure your
garbage cans, cut your grass often, and install a
fence around your fruit-bearing plants and garden.

#2 — Climb to the Top

The Humane Society of the United States
recommends positioning yourself at the top of the
turkey pecking order. This way, your neighborhood
turkey will fear you, rather than treat you like a
doormat. How do you climb to the top? The Humane
Society recommends using noisemakers (a can of
pennies works great), waving your arms overhead,
throwing tennis balls, hosing turkeys down with squirt
guns, or employing any other method that will scare
away the turkey, but not physically harm or injure it.

#3 Sculpture Garden
Create a “sculpture garden” in your yard. Install a 3D
coyote replica and a scarecrow as 24/7

sentinels. The neighborhood turkeys won’t know
what to make of these “sculptures”, especially if you
move them frequently, giving them the appearance
of being mobile creatures, who could strike at any
moment.

#4 The Day and Night Dream Team

Nite Guard offers the day and night dream team.
During the day, when turkeys are active, install Nite
Guard Repellent Tape. And for night, we offer Nite
Guard Solar lights. Like us, turkeys sleep at night.
However, in the event your neighborhood turkey
wanders around at night, it's best to have all of your
bases covered with day and night protection.

#5 Not a B&B

As mentioned in tip #4, turkeys sleep at night, and
are active during the day. In the evening, they search
for a nice, comfy spot to roost, such as on your roof,
in one of your trees, or in among your bushes. Don’t
be their B&B. Install bird wire, and prune your trees
and bushes to give these turkeys zero roosting
options.

When it comes to wildlife, some of theses ideas
will work no matter what the animal - if you don’t
like the opossum or raccoon hanging out on your
patio, don’t keep your dog or cat food outside. Or
take it in at night. If you don't like the groundhog
making a hole under your deck or garage - be a bad
neighbor. Put up mylar balloons and other shiny
things like pinwheels, that will move in the breeze
and make movement and annoy the animal. Put out
windchimes or play music on a radio that will make
the animal want to go someplace more quiet.

Of course, you don’t want to keep a mother animal
away from its babies, so be aware of baby season,
but some of these ideas will encourage the animal to
move on to greener pastures.
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NOTICE FOR JULY MEETING
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July
10th at 7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church at 2225
Washington in Lincoln. We do mini trainings to
learn about different species. Come and meet
our Team Leaders and others who care about
wildlife and want to learn. We swap supplies
and learn tips & tricks from other rehabbers.

We are currently accepting nominations for the
2018- 2019 Officers’ positions. The positions
available are President, Vice President,
Treasurer, Recording Secretary and
Corresponding Secretary. Some members are
running for their positions again. If you are
interested in running for office, please contact a
member of the Nominating Committee: Mary
Beth Lienemann at mb@dalcpapc.com or Vikki
Henry at dougvikki@cox.net.

Baby raccoons in rehab and a mother opossum who
|s travellng W|th her bablesl

The election will be held at the September 11th
meeting in Lincoln. Anybody who wants to run
for a position must indicate that by the end of the
August 14, 2018 meeting. At that time, all
nominations will be closed.

To vote all memberships must be in good
standing for at least 90 days, which means you
MUST be current on dues.

JOIN THE TEAM
Mail your completed form to: Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc., P.O. Box 80127, Lincoln NE 68501

Name: Email:

Address: City/State/Zip:

Phone Number:

CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP TYPE AND MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

Active - handles animals (16 or older) Associate - does not handle animals, but believes in what we do!
MEMBERSHIP DUES

Active Individual $20.00 Active Family $30.00

Senior Citizen (62 or over) $10.00 Associate Member $25.00

After we receive your dues we will send you paperwork to fill out to become a member. If you are an active
member, you will receive a membership card to carry with you as you rescue/rehab animals.

)
- -
. Hotline Phone: (402) 473-1951 = Website: www.wildliferescueteamincne.org

nFind us on Facebook at Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc.
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