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2017 Member Awards 
 

 
Maria Goller - Bird Team Leader of the Year. Maria 
wasn’t able to be at the January meeting, so our 
President, Cindi Arthur, personally delivered her 
award! Maria was invaluable when it came to 
handling bird calls in Lincoln! 

 
Cassidy Farrens and Lacey McCullock received 
Rookie of the Year awards for their help in the 
Omaha area with raccoons. They built their own 
cage and raised five babies their first year and 
helped with calls in their area. 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR WORK & DEDICATION! 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
We are on Instagram! If you are on Instagram, 
please follow us and tell your friends! The rehab 
season will be gearing up soon and the stories these 
photos tell are amazing! 
https://www.instagram.com/wildlife_rescue_team_inc
/?hl=en or search Wildlife Rescue Team Inc to find 
us.  
Find us on Facebook at Wildlife Rescue Team Inc. 
and see photos and rescue stories and stay informed 
about events and fundraising opportunities. 
 

 
 
Member of the Year - Dawn Lautenschlager, New 
Member/Rookie of the Year - Bryce Poore and 
Rehabber of the Year - Ashia Witkovski!  
 
Dawn helps with phone duty and many animals, 
including squirrels, in her area. Bryce has been a 
great part of the raccoon team in Lincoln. Ashia is a 
huge help to the squirrel team and loves to learn! 
 

NEW BOARD MEMBER 
Congratulations to Bryce Poore, who is our newest 
Board member! 

 

https://www.instagram.com/wildlife_rescue_team_inc/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/wildlife_rescue_team_inc/?hl=en


 

RECENT OUTREACH 
Thank you to Two Springs Elementary School in 
Bellevue for having Vikki Henry do a presentation for 
the KIND Club. This Club has 2nd and 3rd grade 
students who wanted to learn what to do if they 
found an injured or abandoned wild animal. They 
were great listeners and had great questions at the 
end. They learned what to do if a nest of baby birds 
falls down or they find a bunny nest in their back yard 
this spring.  
 

REMINDERS 
We need to fill out acquisition forms for 
each animal we receive. If you need forms, 
please contact us. Also - make sure that 
you fill in as much information as possible - 
the entire document should be completed 
by you, the rehabber, or your Team 
Leader. Even though it says “For WRT Use Only” - 
that is for YOU to fill out and the species needs to be 
specific - bird or mammal doesn’t work.  Please 
indicate raccoon, squirrel, cardinal, robin, mallard, 
painted turtle, Little Brown Bat, etc. We also have an 
online form, so if you would like the link for that to 
complete your paperwork during 2018, contact Vikki 
at dougvikki@cox.net. 

 
Info from Southwest Wildlife email 

I recently received the newsletter form Southwest 
Wildlife Conservation Center, which works out of 
Scottsdale AZ. They had an article about a mother 
bobcat who took advantage of the Christmas break 
from school to keep her two babies safe & sound. 
Once school resumed, they were trapped and 
relocated to the Southwest Wildlife Center until they 
can be released in a month or so. This is an example 
of how we as humans need to coexist with wildlife. 
She had no idea it was a school and the kids were 
coming back to class. She just knew it was a good 
spot for her family.  
 
Many of us in Nebraska live in cities and towns 
where the habitats are being destroyed and the city 
border continues to grow into the country. We need 
to remember that the animals lived in that area first. 
Once someone moves in and the development 
destroys the trees and grasslands near a new 
neighborhood, those animals have no place to go. 
So, be patient with them and try to co-exist. They 
mean you no harm - they just want to raise babies 
and live a good life, just like humans! 

 

FUNDRAISING 
Looking ahead to the spring -  
Go Big Give in Hall, Hamilton, Howard & Merrick 
Counties is Thursday, May 3, 2018. 
Give Hastings Day is May 10, 2018. 
Give to Lincoln Day is May 31, 2018. 
Please join us on these 24 hour giving days to help 
support WRT. We also receive portions of the 
general funds that are donated that day. All of the 
money we receive goes toward supplies and vet care 
for the wildlife. Last year we spent over $4,000 in 
formula alone! 
 

 
Bats that we are overwintering and will release this 
spring. 
 
The most common bat in our area is the Little Brown 
Bat. They tend to live in buildings and can eat over 
600 mosquitoes an hour! They learn to fly at only 
three weeks old.  
 
We also get Big Brown Bats, which are a 
brown/copper color. They will fly until November or 
December and like to use buildings for their homes. 
 

NOTICE FOR FEBRUARY MEETING 
We will be meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 13th at Grace 
Lutheran Church at 2225 Washington in Lincoln. The 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. Our March meeting will be 
on March 13th. We do mini-trainings - come and 
meet our Team Leaders! 
 

MELLOW MUSHROOM THANK YOU! 
Thank you to Mellow Mushroom for our GroupRaise 
fundraiser in December! We raised $97.00 and had 
lots of good food! Thanks for attending! 
 

REHAB SEASON 2017 
We rescued & rehabbed 928 birds last year! 

mailto:dougvikki@cox.net


 

UNUSUAL VISITOR 
From Cornell University’s allaboutbirds.com -  

The Crossbills Are Coming 
In North America, Red Crossbills occur in coniferous 
forests from Alaska to eastern Canada and the 
northeastern United States, with the biggest 
populations concentrated in the coastal and 
mountain forests of the Pacific Northwest and the 
Rockies. Unlike most birds in temperate areas, Red 
Crossbills have two breeding seasons in a calendar 
year. The first is in late summer, right when cone 
crops are ripening. The second breeding cycle 
comes after cones have matured. From winter 
through spring, crossbill flocks from a dozen to 
several hundred birds roam the landscape looking for 
a food supply of evergreen cones that can support a 
second round of nesting. 
And when the cone crops fail in the West, hordes of 
hungry crossbills come east looking for food. 
The last major Red Crossbill irruption was during the 
winter of 2012–13. During that cycle, crossbills 
started showing up in Kansas in July, and by August 
they were spreading across the Great Lakes states 
and Ontario into the Northeast. Come January and 
February, Red Crossbills moved south into 
Massachusetts and New Jersey, and by winter’s end 
there were crossbills reported in Kentucky, 
Oklahoma, even Arkansas. 
Based on early observations, this winter is shaping 
up to be even more spectacular. Observers in the 
upper Midwest saw an unusually large number of 
crossbills this past summer, says Young.. As 
summer progressed, reports poured in from 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan as the wave of 
Red Crossbills spread eastward. An observer at 
Stony Point near Duluth, Minnesota, counted nearly 
1,100 Red Crossbills moving south along the shore 
of Lake Superior in late October, an all-time high 
count for the state according to eBird. 
 
A rehabber in Beatrice received a Crossbill in 
November! After some rest, he flew away!

 
 

CRAZY WEATHER STORIES 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, U.S. Geological Survey and Gulf World 
are collaborating to find, rescue and rehabilitate the 
turtles, the Northwest Florida Daily News reported. 
Sea turtles can become "shocked" when water 
temperatures get below 50 degrees. Veterinarian 
Rebecca Wells told the Pensacola News Journal that 
sea turtles are susceptible to being hit by boats and 
injured because they become inactive in cold water, 
which also damages their immune systems and can 
lead to pneumonia. 
Gulf World has treated 200 cold-stunned turtles as of 
Thursday evening, according to spokeswoman Sam 
Tuno. The institute hopes to release most of the 
turtles once the weather warms up. 
"Over the next several days we expect to see 
additional patients enter rehab. We are estimating 
around 300 sea turtles to be rescued but that could 
change with varying temperatures," said Secret 
Holmes-Douglas, director of Gulf World. "The 
animals are being examined by veterinary staff and 
placed in warmer water. We expect the majority to be 
tagged and released as early as next week in the 
warmer waters of the Gulf of Mexico. This is a team 
effort and we appreciate everyone involved for 
working together to save these sea turtles." 
Anyone who finds a cold-stunned turtle in Florida can 
call the state Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission hotline at 1-888-404-FWCC. Along the 
Texas coast, call 1-866-TURTLE-5 or (409) 
771-2872. 
 

BALD EAGLE DEATH 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is trying to 
find info on someone who killed an immature eagle. 
From the KRVN website -  
NORFOLK, Neb. (AP) - The Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission is seeking information of who is 
responsible for killing an eagle in northeast 
Nebraska. 
Norfolk radio station KNEN reports that the 
commission issued a "wanted" poster Friday to alert 
the public. The poster says an immature eagle was 
shot 3.5 miles southeast of Norfolk. 
Bald eagles are a protected species. Those who kill 
an eagle are subject to a year in jail and a $5,000 
fine, for a first offense. Consecutive offenses can 
bring much steeper fines and up to two years in 
prison. 
Anyone with information is asked to contact 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S40067172?__hstc=75100365.cd6f9650d2510432484f43677d816320.1403455225303.1514934342864.1516401308209.38&__hssc=75100365.1.1516401308209&__hsfp=2682017919
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S40067172?__hstc=75100365.cd6f9650d2510432484f43677d816320.1403455225303.1514934342864.1516401308209.38&__hssc=75100365.1.1516401308209&__hsfp=2682017919
http://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20180103/its-so-cold-sea-turtles-are-freezing-in-water
http://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20180103/its-so-cold-sea-turtles-are-freezing-in-water
http://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/pensacola/beaches/2018/01/04/sea-turtles-cold-stunned-weather-risk-during-cold-snap/1003400001/
http://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/pensacola/beaches/2018/01/04/sea-turtles-cold-stunned-weather-risk-during-cold-snap/1003400001/


 

Nebraska Conservation Officer Andrew Heyer at 
402-613-2241 or Andrew.Heyernebraska.gov. 

FUN THINGS TO DO 
If you have some time to watch videos, check out 
http://plattebasintimelapse.com 
“60+ cameras take photographs every daylight hour 
of every day.” 
“A Watershed in Motion - Imagine if you could follow 
a drop of water on a 900-mile journey downstream 
from mountains to plains. Imagine you could listen to 
its myriad stories as it makes its way from an alpine 
trout stream to a prairie river full of cranes or from a 
staircase of massive dams and reservoirs to a 
six-inch pipe that waters a farmer’s crop field. 
The basin supports an industrial, agricultural 
powerhouse laid over one of the most endangered 
and altered grassland ecosystems on earth. Beneath 
the ground, it harbors more than half of the mighty 
Ogallala Aquifer; fossil water whose quantity and 
quality are at stake. Today this basin is being asked 
to be both food producer and energy pump in an age 
of climate change and economic uncertainty. 
What if we could use the tremendous power of 
photography and storytelling to see a watershed in 
motion? What if we could leverage those images to 
dig deeper and grow understanding about our water 
resources, and build community throughout a 
watershed? What if this could be used as a template 
to start a conversation and look at other watersheds 
around the world?” 

WHAT DO WE DO? 
If you are interested in a speaker or presentation 
please contact our hotline in Lincoln at 
402-473-1951.  We do not charge for our 
presentations, but donations are always accepted, 
like money or items from our wish list like towels, 
blankets and cages. 
 

FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 
Collecting all of those Malt O’Meal cereal bags, Clif 
candy bar wrappers and Scotch tape dispensers has 
paid off for us. Just the other day, we received a 
check for $137 which are the proceeds of our last 
year of sending in items to be repurposed and 
recycled. Keep collecting! For an updated list, go to 
our website at wildliferescueteamincne.org.  

 
We also collect UPC codes from Our Family branded 
products. For each 1,000 UPC’s that we send in, we 
receive $25. 

JOIN THE TEAM  
Mail your completed form to:  Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc., P.O. Box 80127, Lincoln NE 68501 
 
Name: _______________________________  Email: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ________________________ 
 
CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP TYPE AND MEMBERSHIP LEVEL 
Active - handles animals (must be 16 or older) 
Associate - does not handle animals, but believes in what we do! 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Active Individual $20.00 _____                                          Active Family $30.00 _____ 
Senior Citizen (62 or over) $10.00 _____                            Associate Member $25.00 _____ 
Corporate Supporter $100.00 _____ 
After we receive your dues we will send you paperwork to fill out to become a member. If you are an active 
member, you will receive a membership card to carry with you as you rescue/rehab animals. 

http://plattebasintimelapse.com/


 

Hotline Phone: (402) 473-1951 Website: www.wildliferescueteamincne.org 

Find us on Facebook at Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc. 

 

http://www.wildliferescueteamincne.org/

