Born to Be Wild!
Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc. Newsletter

August, 2018
MEMBERSHIP DUES

NOTICE FOR AUGUST MEETING

Remember that you MUST pay dues to be an active
member of WRT and handle animals. If you have not
paid dues, please send them in ASAP. You can pay
online via PayPal or send in a check to our PO Box
in Lincoln. Remember - it is ILLEGAL for the public
to have ANY wildlife unless they are permitted to do
so. We have our permits from Game and Parks and
US Fish & Wildlife. If someone has an animal and
they are not a permitted rehabber, they run the risk
of having the animal confiscated and facing a fine on
top of that. We are also NOT allowed to give out
advice on care of an animal unless it is temporary which would mean keeping it overnight until it can
get to a licensed rehabber, etc. If someone contacts
you about an animal in their possession, please have
them call the hotline so we can get them to a
rehabber.

Our next meeting will be held this Tuesday,
August 14th at 7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church
at 2225 Washington in Lincoln. We do mini
trainings to learn about different species. Come
and meet our Team Leaders and others who
care about wildlife and want to learn.

WEBSITE STATS 2018

WILDLIFE REHABBER TIPS & TRICKS
Now is the time of year when we get in animals with
fly eggs. Did you know you can use a clean soft
mascara brush or a soft toothbrush to help dislodge
the eggs?
Use a condiment holder to carry items you use often
- syringes, nipples, baby bottles, bandages, etc. It
come in handy if you are going to another room or
outside to care for animals.

We get many calls and visits to our website over the
course of a year. Here’s just a few stats for you!
206 website hits in January
442 website hits in April
926 website hits in May
992 website hits in June
As of today, we have had more than
4,600 visits to our website.
The day with the most visits to our
website was May 31st with 78 hits.
We cared for 3,200 animals in 2018!
That is JUST animals - that doesn’t include
phone calls for help and/or advice. We
currently have over 700 likes on Facebook check out our page and share with your
friends!
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE

MORE TIPS & TRICKS

Get ready for back to school! Purchase Bear Naked
products and Clif energy bars and ask your friends or
school to save them for us. Get those pearly whites
clean with Tom's of Maine products or Colgate
toothpaste. For those of you having drinks with your
end-of-the-summer parties, collect Solo cups for
WRT!

Use a garden hose with an attachment bottle/soap
dispenser for bleach. These make it easy to spray
cages, etc. and get them clean. You can pick one up
at most hardware or home improvement stores.

Items to recycle:
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

●
●

Bear Naked granola and cereal
packaging.
Burt's Bees packaging.
Colgate Oral Care empty toothpaste
tubes, packaging and toothbrushes. Any
brand of toothpaste is okay.
Energy bar wrappers from your favorites
like Clif bars, Luna bars and Kashi.
Flonase products.
GoGo Squeez - collect healthy snack
pouches and caps.
Malt-o-meal cereal packaging including
the bags and other cereal packaging
plastic liners that come in the boxes.
Solo cups. #6 products ONLY.
Tom's of Maine toothpaste tubes,
packages and caps.

In order to keep the animals clean and healthy, clean
cages and kennels regularly. After hosing off the
kennels with bleach and water, you can dry them in
the sun. Use a fresh cage/kennel to put the animals
in while the other one is cleaning and drying. Make
sure the animals don’t go back into a kennel if it has
been freshly bleached, to avoid them breathing the
fumes.
LIVING WITH WILDLIFE
If you don’t like the opossum or raccoon hanging out
on your patio, don’t keep your dog or cat food
outside. Or take it in at night. If you don’t like the
groundhog making a hole under your deck or garage
- be a bad neighbor. Put up mylar balloons and other
shiny things like pinwheels, that will move in the
breeze and make movement and annoy the animal.
Put out windchimes or play music on a radio that will
make the animal want to go someplace more quiet.
You don’t want to keep a mother animal away from
her babies, so be aware of baby season, but some of
these ideas will encourage the animal to move on to
greener pastures.

WILDLIFE TRIVIA
10/11 News in Lincoln did a story in July about
raccoons using the sewers. Check out the story here:
http://www.1011now.com/video?vid=487794351.
A lot of animals can use the sewers as a
thoroughfare, along with creeks and streams running
through towns.
JUST FOR FUN
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ELECTIONS!
MYCITY.DOG - has a list of dog friendly places. You
can search for things like restaurants and apartments
in your city so you can take Fido with you to live or
get some supper.
If you can knit or crochet, you can make blankets for
baby rhinos! Visit
facebook.com/groups/blanketsforbabyrhinos to
learn more. This group makes blankets for
caregivers in reserves in South Africa who may have
an orphaned rhino due to the mother being poached.

We are currently accepting nominations for the
2018- 2019 Officers’ positions. The positions
available are President, Vice President,
Treasurer, Recording Secretary and
Corresponding Secretary. Some members are
running for their positions again. If you are
interested in running for office, please contact a
member of the Nominating Committee: Mary
Beth Lienemann at mb@dalcpapc.com or Vikki
Henry at dougvikki@cox.net.

FUN THINGS TO DO
Have you been enjoying the Nebraska Passport
program this summer? From May 1 through
September 30, Passport travelers will create lifelong
memories while they explore Nebraska.
The fun part about this is it’s FREE and you can use
a paper book to get your passport stamp but you can
use an app on your phone, which means even if the
site is closed, you can still stamp your passport.
One Category of passport stops this is “Animals” ● Arbor Day Farm Tree Adventure in Nebraska
City
● Fontenelle Forest in Bellevue
● Hastings Museum in Hastings
● Riverside Discovery Center in Scottsbluff
● Rowe Sanctuary in Gibbon and
● Wessels Living History Farm in York.
My family and I have had fun experiencing some of
these locations as we drive around picking up
animals or dropping off supplies to other rehabbers!
See what’s in your neck of the woods!
WILDLIFE NEWS ELSEWHERE

The election will be held at the September 11th
meeting in Lincoln. Anybody who wants to run
for a position must indicate that by the end of the
August 14, 2018 meeting. At that time, all
nominations will be closed.
To vote all memberships must be in good
standing for at least 90 days, which means you
MUST be current on dues.
RAPTOR REMINDER!
If you get a call about a raptor, please contact their
hotline number at (866) 888-7261. We are not
allowed to rehab them, but can help find the right
contact person to help them.
WRT REMINDERS
DONATIONS!
When someone donates items to WRT, we need to
send them a thank you for tax purposes. Any items,
including money, that are donated to you need to be
reported to our Treasurer and the monies turned in
so that we can deposit it into our account and keep
correct records for our purposes.

3

Three Endangered Monk Seals Die from
Toxoplasmosis (from the National Wildlife
Rehabilitators Association newsletter)
Hawaiian officials say toxoplasmosis was the cause
of death for three critically endangered Hawaiian
monk seals (Neomonachus schauinslandi ) on Oahu.
The parasite responsible, Toxoplasma gondii, is
carried in cat feces. Only 1,400 Hawaiian monk seals
remain on the planet.
http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/38453130/fatal
-feline-feces-scientists-discover-cause-for-recent-mo
nk-seal-deaths

BEING TEAM PLAYERS
We realize that since we have members across the
state of Nebraska, some people might feel lost in the
shuffle. We would love you to attend meetings and
we would like to stay in touch with you. If you need
supplies, let us know. If you aren’t sure who your
Team Leader is for the animals you have or your
area of the state, let us know. We want to make sure
that the animals are cared for properly, that you have
the supplies and information you need and that
everyone has paid their dues to be legal to rehab. If
you aren’t sure when you are due, contact Vikki at
dougvikki@cox.net.
Bad teams: individuals play for themselves.
Good teams: individuals play for their coaches.
Great teams: individuals play for each other.
If you have photos or stories to share, send them to
Vikki at dougvikki@cox.net. Our next newsletter will
be Sept. 2018.

JOIN THE TEAM
Mail your completed form to: Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc., P.O. Box 80127, Lincoln NE 68501
Name: _______________________________ Email: ______________________________________
Address: _____________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________________
Phone Number: ________________________
CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP TYPE AND MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Active - handles animals (16 or older) Associate - does not handle animals, but believes in what we do!
MEMBERSHIP DUES
Active Individual
$20.00 _____
Active Family
$30.00 _____
Senior Citizen (62 or over) $10.00 _____
Associate Member $25.00 _____
After we receive your dues we will send you paperwork to fill out to become a member. If you are an active
member, you will receive a membership card to carry with you as you rescue/rehab animals.

Hotline Phone: (402) 473-1951

Website: www.wildliferescueteamincne.org

Find us on Facebook at Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc.
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