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Congratulations to our award winners for 2018!
Debbie Huddle received the Rehabber of the Year
award. She lives in Fremont and has really gotten
involved helping care for animals and handling
phone calls for rescues in the Fremont area.
Sheldon Brummel received the Rookie of the Year
award. He lives in Lincoln and has been invaluable
when it comes to caring for opossums. He is also
starting to help with educational outreach.

Michelle Kohlhof received the Member of the Year
award. She lives in Grand Island and has gotten
involved with WRT and has been great at recruiting
new members in the Grand Island area.

Sally & Shaun Munson received the Rookies of the
Year award. The Munsons live in Lincoln and love
caring for raccoons & squirrels. They have the knack
to heal animals that need some TLC.

ACQUISITION SHEETS
Remember when filling out Acquisition Sheets to fill
them out with as much information as possible. We
need these forms to complete the reports that we do
yearly. Please send them to Vikki Henry or bring
them to our monthly meetings.

In 2018 WRT took care of 2,650 animals! 2,052
mammals, 206 waterfowl, 330 songbirds and 34
reptiles. Cottontail rabbits was our most rescued
mammal - with 867, followed by 441 raccoons.

NOTICE FOR APRIL MEETING
Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, April 9th at 7
p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church at 2225 Washington
in Lincoln.

UPCOMING OUTREACH
Join us at Homestead National Monument in
Beatrice on Saturday, April 20th for American Spring
LIVE! The event is free and will take place from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. We will have a table with
information staffed by our volunteers from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. and will be presenting about WRT and
Celebrating Urban Birds that day at 12:30 p.m.
“Celebrate the Coming of Spring with us and
Nebraska Education and Telecommunications
Network (NET) at Spring LIVE. The grounds will
be ‘spring’ing with activity. The event will include
numerous booths featuring: activities, crafts, and
abundant information on the different citizen
science organizations, their projects and how to
get involved. It will also highlight the many ways
Citizen Scientists can get involved at Homestead
National Monument of America.”

Find more info here:
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-deta
ils.htm?id=1B429043-CB3F-EFC0-418323B32
199F978

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2019
Are you ready to help rehab? If you are interested in
rehabbing and are new to WRT, please contact us to
get started. Come to meetings to meet other
rehabbers and Team Leaders. We do trainings at our
meetings and talk about what kind of phone calls and
situations we have been dealing with during the past
month. If you are interested and haven’t signed up
yet to be a member, contact us via the hotline and
we can get you signed up.
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Recently, a rehabber in Hastings received a Sandhill
Crane that literally dropped from the sky. Shelly
cared for the crane for several days and when it was
still not able to fly away, she took it to a Hastings vet
for an examination. The crane did not have any
injuries but was probably malnourished from its long
migration. After consulting with US Fish & Wildlife, it
was decided the crane would be taken to Crane
Trust Nature & Visitor Center near Alda where it
could continue to heal and be with its own kind. Vet
visits like that, along with buying food and other
supplies for our animals is how we utilize all funds
donated to us via Give Hastings Day. We appreciate
the support so that we can continue the work we do!

WRT QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q. | paid my dues last year. Do | have to pay
them again?

A. Yes, every year you need to renew your
dues in order to be a legal rehabber. They
run for an entire year - if you pay in May -
you are due the following May. If you
haven’t paid your dues, please send them
in or contact us at 402-473-1951. You
cannot have wildlife until you have paid
dues!

FUN THINGS TO DO
Arbor Day Events will be held in Nebraska City
the weekend of April 26-28. Remember that
trees are very important for our wildlife -
raccoons, squirrels, birds, etc. Plant one for our
wildlife friends and give them a home!
ANIMAL NEWS

FUNDRAISING
Every Give Day gives us the chance for our
supporters & members to donate over a 24-hour
period. We can win random prizes during those days
too and we have been successful the past few years
in increasing our donations each year. You don’t
have to live in that town to donate - feel free to
donate on each and every day.

Here are the dates for Give Days that WRT will
be participating in this year:

Go Big Give Day May 2, 2019

Give Hastings Day May 9, 2019

Omaha Gives! May 22, 2019

Give to Lincoln Day May 30, 2019

Feel free to share with family & friends! All of the
money goes toward caring for the animals. We
purchase supplies in bulk in the spring - we recently
spent over $5,000 just in formula!

Thank you to Lambert Vet Supply, Jeffers, Henry’s
Pets and Fox Valley, Northwest Feed & Grain and
For the Wild Birds for working with us year after year.

WILDLIFE REHABBER TIPS & TRICKS

How do | stop a bird from hitting the window?
Put stickers on the inside or outside of the window so
it breaks up the plane of the glass. Sometimes the
reflection outside makes it look like the bird can keep
flying straight through, but that's when they hit. Hang
up plants or windsocks, strings like a clothesline with
ribbons or pieces of string on it to dangle and move,
ribbons or balloons to move around. If something
moves, it will make the birds avoid that item which
helps them avoid the window.

If you do have a bird hit a window, place them in a
covered box and keep them in a quiet place for a
couple hours. Sometimes they get a concussion and
need the dark & quiet to recuperate. Open the box
outside in a couple hours and see if they fly away. If
they do - it's a happy ending. If they don't, there
might be more serious injuries. Call WRT for help
finding a rehabber near you.

This week we had a call from Peggy in Neligh who

found a robin that hit the window of her greenhouse

door. After a few hours, the bird was able to run

away from her and she let it continue to recover.
WRT WISH LIST




We still have “our” Flying Squirrel! We were waiting
for the weather to warm up and then with all of the
flooding, we decided to wait a little bit longer before
we release it. Flying Squirrels are nocturnal and are
about the size of a large hamster. This one likes
peanuts for a snack but likes to eat things like
sunflower seeds and dehydrated apples.

As you do some Spring cleaning, please keep us in
mind for items that can be helpful to WRT.

We will accept items like: bandages (band-aids,
vetrap & other elastic bandages); heating pads that
don’t have an automatic shut-off; cotton swabs &
cotton balls; dog & cat food; bird food; poultry starter
(non-medicated); baby food in jars; natural foods for
animals like nuts & fruits (these can be dehydrated &
saved for next year); hay; nurser baby bottles (the
kinds that are flexible or “squishy”); pet food dishes;
water bottles; small cages for birds or old
bunny/guinea pig cages; plastic kennels/carriers;
towels, blankets & fur coats for the animals to
snuggle; release sites for our wildlife and cash will
always help us.

Thank you for considering donating to us. We can
give you a tax donation letter for IRS purposes. If you
have items to donate, please call the hotline number
and we can coordinate someone in your area who
can pick it up or you can drop items off at their place.

This Male Cardinal was rescued in Lincoln in March.
He probably hit a window and had a concussion.
Thanks to Sally for caring for him!

Celebrate Nebraska bird month in May!
See https://www.nebraskabirdmonth.org for
information on events near you.



https://www.nebraskabirdmonth.org/

At our meeting in March, President Cindi Arthur
demonstrated how to transfer animals from one cage
or kennel to another in order to clean cages.
Sometimes this is very helpful when it comes to an
adult animal that is more dangerous to handle. By
giving the animal a clean kennel to move into
(covered up to give them a hiding place) and ’”EFF"I:.IT
removing the cover from their old kennel, they will

move over on their own. Be patient - let them do the
transfer by themselves. Less stressful on the animal
& the rehabber!

Always use gloves when handling older and adult -

animals. If it has teeth - wear gloves! Also, items F : , ;
like pinchers or grabbers can be used to pick up food | == & GO o e S
or water dishes and feces. R T SRS 3 T R

HOW DO | GET INVOLVED?
If you want to become a member, please contact us at contact@wildliferescueteamincne.org. We have
paperwork that we need to send you for you to review prior to sending in membership dues and becoming an
“official” member. After receiving your paperwork we will send you membership cards to carry. If you have
questions, call our hotline at 402-473-1951 and we can help answer your questions.

JOIN THE TEAM

%
Mail form to: Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc., P.O. Box 80127, Lincoln NE 68501
Name: Email:
Address: City/State/Zip: Phone Number:

CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERSHIP TYPE AND MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Active - handles animals (16 or older) Associate - does not handle animals, but believes in what we do!

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Active Individual $20.00 Active Family $30.00

Senior Citizen (62 or over) $10.00 Associate Member $25.00

After we receive your dues we will send you paperwork to fill out to become a member. If you are an active
member, you will receive a membership card to carry with you as you rescue/rehab animals.
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Hotline Phone: (402) 473-1951 Website: www.wildliferescueteamincne.org

n Find us on Facebook at Wildlife Rescue Team, Inc.
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O
uhttps://www.instaqram.com/wildlife rescue_team_inc/?hl=en or search Wildlife Rescue Team Inc.
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